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1
WIRE BONDS FOR ELECTRONICS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to integrated circuits, and
more particularly to wire bonds for integrated circuits,
MEMS devices, and the like.

2. Description of Related Art

Wires in power electronics are used to conduct current to
and from a device package. The package wires are attached to
the electronic components inside the package by way of wire
bonds. During operation power electronic modules are sub-
ject to temperature sway. Particularly at the wire bonds for
semiconductor chips, significant temperature variation can be
observed. Wire material, i.e., aluminum and copper, and
semiconductor chips, i.e. silicon, have different thermal
expansion coefficients. Under the elevated temperature, the
wire bond is subject to shear load due to the thermal expan-
sion mismatch. This can lead to wire bond failure. The inten-
sity of thermal mismatch is directly related to three key fac-
tors: the temperature sway amplitude, the bond dimension,
and the difference in the coefficients of thermal expansion
(CTE). Each of these key factors can compromise the reli-
ability of the wire bond. Most work focus on the reduction of
the thermal temperature sway by meanings as improvement
of the bonding technology to reduce the contact electrical
resistance, or use large bond to reduce the current density.

Various approaches have been developed to improve wire
bond reliability. The mostly widely used concept is known as
double stitch bonding. Instead of one stitch per wire, each
wire is stitched multiple times onto a semiconductor chip.
Another approach s using a flat ribbon wire instead of'a round
ribbon wire. The flat ribbon wire can achieve a relatively
narrow bond with a bigger contact area. However, the bond
dimension of either of these approaches is not reduced.

Such conventional methods and systems have generally
been considered satisfactory for their intended purpose. How-
ever, there is still a need in the art for improved wire bonds.
The present disclosure provides a solution for this need by
using a plurality of wire bonds with smaller dimensions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A circuit element includes a semiconductor chip and a wire
for connecting between the semiconductor chip and an addi-
tional circuit element. A plurality of wire bond connections
electrically connects the wire and the semiconductor chip.
The plurality of wire bond connections can be disposed on a
surface of the semiconductor chip and on a surface of the
wire.

A helical shaped wire can be used to electrically connect
the semiconductor chip, wherein the plurality of wire bond
connections includes a plurality of wire bond connections on
the surface of the chip and a plurality of wire bond connec-
tions on the wire. The helical pitch length of the helical
shaped wire can be greater than the wire diameter of the
helical shaped wire bond for spacing the wire bond connec-
tions. The essence of the helical wire shape design is to reduce
the bond dimension. As the result of the wire curvature from
its helical shape, the wire bond can be made more symmetric
in dimensions than the bond made from the conventional
straight wire.

The plurality of wire bond connections includes a plurality
ofindividual wire bonds, each with a wire bond connection on
the wire and a wire bond connection on the semiconductor
chip. The plurality of individual wire bond connections can be
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spaced out along a length of the wire. The wire bond connec-
tions can extend outward from opposite side of the wire to the
semiconductor chip. In certain embodiments, the wire bond
connections can connect to a common point on the wire and
radiate outward to wire bond connections on the semiconduc-
tor chip.

These and other features of the systems and methods of the
subject disclosure will become more readily apparent to those
skilled in the art from the following detailed description of the
preferred embodiments taken in conjunction with the draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

So that those skilled in the art to which the subject disclo-
sure appertains will readily understand how to make and use
the devices and methods of the subject disclosure without
undue experimentation, preferred embodiments thereof will
be described in detail herein below with reference to certain
figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary integrated
circuit, showing a plurality of wires electrically connecting a
plurality of semiconductor chips;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of' a wire bond constructed in accordance with the present
disclosure showing a plurality of wire bond connections;

FIG. 3 is atop plan view of another exemplary embodiment
of' a wire bond constructed in accordance with the present
disclosure; and

FIG. 4 is atop plan view of another exemplary embodiment
of' a wire bond constructed in accordance with the present
disclosure

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made to the drawings wherein like
reference numerals identify similar structural features or
aspects of the subject disclosure. For purposes of explanation
and illustration, and not limitation, a partial view of an exem-
plary embodiment of a wire bond design in accordance with
the disclosure is shown in FIG. 2 and is designated generally
by reference character 100. Other embodiments of the wire
bond design in accordance with the disclosure, or aspects
thereof, are provided in FIGS. 3-4, as will be described.

The market for modern power electronics requires electri-
cal components and connections therebetween to withstand
high temperature ranges while maintaining high reliability.
One of the barriers to meet these requirements is wire bond
failure, which is one of the major failure modes of power
electronic modules. Innovative wire bond design is the key
factor to improve reliability. With reference to FIG. 1, a
simplified embodiment of an integrated circuit 10 as known in
the prior art is shown as a perspective cutaway view. The
circuit 10 includes at least one semiconductor chip 12 elec-
trically connected to a plurality of package wires 14. The
wires 14 connect the semiconductor chips 12 and pins 16.
Pins 16 provide power to and from to the semiconductor chips
12, e.g., by connecting pin 16 to a printed circuit board (PCB).
Each of the wires 14 is bonded to the respective semiconduc-
tor chip 12. Typically in the prior art, the wire bonds are
relatively large and asymmetric in dimension, e.g., for a 450
um diameter wire, the wire bonds about 250 um by 700 pm.
The thermal mismatch is driven by the maximum dimension
of'the wire bonds, which is 700 mm using the above example.

To mitigate thermal mismatch, the present disclosure pro-
vides a solution to reducing bond dimension through wire
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bond designs without changing the overall bond area. FIG. 2
illustrates an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
sure showing a circuit element 100 having a semiconductor
chip 112 and a wire 122 providing electrical connection
between the semiconductor chip 112 and an additional circuit
element, for example, a pin for connecting to a PCB. A
portion of the wire 122 which connects to chip 112, is manu-
factured into a helical shape. A plurality of wire bond con-
nections 125 between the wire 122 and the semiconductor
chip 112 are provided along the helical-shaped portion of the
wire 122. For example, instead of a 450 pm wire, the helical
shaped wire 122 has a diameter of approximately 300 um.
Further, a pitch 124 of the helical shaped wire bond 122 is
greater than a diameter d. In this manner, multiple separated
wire bond connections 125 are formed with dimensions about
150 um by 150 um. At least seven wire bond connections
provide a total bond area similar to total bond area of conven-
tional circuit element. Even though the total bond area is
similar to conventional methods using a relatively thicker
wire, the reduction of wire bond dimension from 700 um to
150 um mitigates the thermal mismatch between the semi-
conductor chip and the wire. Therefore, the life of the wire
bond can be enhanced as well as the reliability of the circuit
elements.

With reference to FIGS. 3 and 4, additional exemplary
embodiments of wire bond designs which provide a plurality
of wire bond connections are shown. The plurality of wire
bond connections include a plurality of individual wire
bonds, each with a wire bond connection on the wire and a
wire bond connection on the semiconductor chip. In the
embodiment shown in FIG. 3, the plurality of wire bond
connections 320 can be spaced out along a length of the wire
314 and extend outward from opposite sides of the wire 314
thereby providing a plurality of wire bond connections 325
thereon. A plurality of relatively thin wires 318 comprise the
wire bond and are coupled to wire 314 via bonding or
mechanical clamping. The opposing ends of the thin wires
318 are bonded to the semiconductor chip 312 via friction
welding. Similarly, in the embodiment shown in FIG. 4, a
plurality of thin wires 418 can connect to a common point 420
on a surface of wire 414 and radiate outwardly onto a surface
of the semiconductor chip 412 thereby providing wire bond
connections 425 in a circumferential pattern on the semicon-
ductor chip 412. Those skilled in the art will readily appreci-
ate that while described herein with specific examples, any
other suitable wire bond arrangement and number of wire
bond connections can be used without departing from the
scope of this disclosure.

The methods and systems of the present disclosure, as
described above and shown in the drawings, provide for a
wire bond design with superior properties including improv-
ing the reliability and longevity of the wire bond, by reducing
thermal mismatch through smaller wire bonds. While the
apparatus and methods of the subject disclosure have been
shown and described with reference to preferred embodi-
ments, those skilled in the art will readily appreciate that
changes and/or modifications may be made thereto without
departing from the spirit and scope of the subject disclosure.
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What is claimed is:

1. A circuit element, comprising:

a semiconductor chip;

a wire for connecting between the semiconductor chip and

an additional circuit element; and

a plurality of wire bond connections electrically connect-

ing the wire and the semiconductor chip,

wherein the wire is a helical shaped wire that electrically

connects to the semiconductor chip through the plurality
of wire bond connections.

2. The circuit element of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
wire bond connections are disposed on a surface of the semi-
conductor chip.

3. The circuit element of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
wire bond connections are disposed on a surface of the wire.

4. The circuit element of claim 1, wherein a pitch length of
the helical shaped wire is greater than a wire diameter of the
helical shaped wire bond.

5. The circuit element of claim 1, wherein the helical
shaped wire bond is 150 pum in thickness.

6. The circuit element of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
wire bond connections includes a plurality of individual wire
bonds, each with a wire bond connection on the wire and a
wire bond connection on the semiconductor chip.

7. The circuit element of claim 6, wherein the plurality of
individual wire bonds are spaced out along a length of the
wire and extend outwardly from opposite sides of the wire to
the semiconductor chip.

8. The circuit element of claim 6, wherein the plurality of
individual wire bonds can connect to a common point on the
wire and radiate outward to the wire bond connections on the
semiconductor chip.

9. The circuit element of claim 1, wherein at least seven
wire bond connections are disposed on a surface of the semi-
conductor chip.

10. An integrated circuit comprising:

an integrated circuit package;

a plurality of circuit elements disposed on a substrate

within the integrated circuit package;

aplurality of pins electrically connecting to the plurality of

circuit elements;

a plurality of wires connecting between the plurality of

circuit elements and to the plurality of pins; and

a plurality of wire bond connections electrically connect-

ing one wire with one circuit element,

wherein the wires are helical shaped wires that electrically

connect to the circuit element through the plurality of
wire bond connections.

11. The integrated circuit of claim 10, wherein the plurality
of wire bond connections are disposed on a surface of the
circuit element.

12. The integrated circuit of claim 10, wherein the plurality
of wire bond connections are disposed on a surface of the
wire.

13. The integrated circuit of claim 10, wherein a pitch of the
helical shaped wire is greater than a thickness of the helical
shaped wire bond.



